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sent them to Iraq on false pretenses, on 
a poorly defined mission, without all of 
the tools they needed, and without a 
plan to get them out of there. 

Our soldiers deserve better. They de-
serve a clear strategy from their Presi-
dent. They deserve a one-way ticket 
back home. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to speak out of order for 
5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

THE IRAQ WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, supporters 
of the preemptive war against Iraq say 
it was justified by the unprovoked 9/11 
attacks. They claim that Muslim ha-
tred for our democracy, freedom, West-
ern values, and prosperity inspired the 
19 suicide terrorists who attacked us 
on that dreadful day. 

Opponents of the war argue that al 
Qaeda radicals who planned the at-
tacks were not allies of Saddam Hus-
sein, and that Iraq posed no threat to 
our national security. They further 
argue that our occupation of Iraq now 
inspires a growing number of radical 
Islamists to join the ranks of al Qaeda 
and support its war against U.S. troops 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

But proponents of the war insist that 
our presence in Iraq is not what moti-
vates al Qaeda to attack us, since we 
had no troops on Iraqi soil on 9/11; and 
yet al Qaeda attacked us anyway. 

The enemy, they claim, is simply a 
group of radical Islamic fundamental-
ists who have hijacked the Muslim reli-
gion and declared war against our val-
ues for no legitimate or logical reason. 

We should look at the facts if we 
want to understand why a growing 
number of Iraqis and Muslims world-
wide are now motivated to join the in-
surgents in a guerrilla resistance that 
includes suicide terrorism. It is true 
that there were no U.S. troops in Iraq 
on 9/11, but it is also true that Saddam 
Hussein and Iraq had nothing to do 
with that attack. 

In addition, we have been bombing 
Iraq since 1991, more than 10 years, on 
a regular basis. Stiff economic sanc-
tions imposed on Iraq for over a decade 
by the U.S. and Britain caused extreme 
suffering and death of hundreds of 

thousands of innocent Iraqis, many of 
them children. 

Most military experts consider an 
economic blockade an act of war. We 
insulted and provoked millions of Mus-
lims, especially fundamentalists, by 
keeping a military base in Saudi Ara-
bia after the Persian Gulf War. 

Osama bin Laden specifically ex-
pressed outrage at this policy in his 
writings. Throughout the 1980s, we al-
lied ourselves with Saddam Hussein, a 
secularist in his fight against Iran and 
other Shiite fundamentalists. 

We involved ourselves in this civil 
struggle within the Muslim commu-
nity. For decades, we supported various 
secular Arab governments throughout 
the region, always in opposition to reli-
gious fundamentalists. The U.S. never 
waivered in its enthusiastic support of 
Israel over Arab-Muslim interests. 

For decades Muslim fundamentalists 
have viewed U.S. policy as being driven 
by religious zealots because of the 
strong vocal support from many fun-
damentalist Christian leaders. 

For literally hundreds of years, Eu-
rope has continually challenged Mus-
lim and Arab domination of the Middle 
East. We have never, Europe or the 
United States, denied our interest in 
controlling Middle East oil. From 
Woodrow Wilson to the current 
neoconservative brand of foreign pol-
icy, the zeal for spreading democracy 
and Western values through force of 
arms has antagonized most Muslims. 
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If we continue to insist that our pol-

icy of foreign intervention has nothing 
to do with the ongoing war against an 
enemy we refuse to understand, we 
guarantee that this war will not soon 
end. 

My suggestion is to change our for-
eign policy. Stop the war, bring our 
troops home, and stop the wasteful 
spending overseas. If we do not, the 
real security of our homeland will con-
tinue to be in jeopardy and the eco-
nomic consequences will get worse and 
our freedoms at home will be further 
reduced. 

It is time to say no to undeclared 
wars. It is time to say no to political 
and U.N. wars. It is time to say no to 
preemptive war. It is time to say no to 
nation building. It is time to say no to 
assuming it is our duty to make the 
world safe for democracy. It is time to 
say no to meddling in the affairs of 
others. It is time to say no to fighting 
countries that have never threatened 
our national security. It is time to stop 
financing extravagant war spending by 
printing more money. It is time to say 
yes to more sensible diplomacy. 

The senseless death and suffering of 
so many with nothing to show for it 
must end. Peace is a far better goal to 
strive for than an undefined victory in 
a war that has no end. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DENT). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim the time 
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MAKE WISE BUDGET CHOICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, since 
the year 2000 this Congress has racked 
up more than $3 trillion in new debt. 
Mind you, at a time in which in 2000 
the American budget was running a 
surplus, but in that time we have run 
deficits on average a little north of $400 
billion and we have added $3 trillion to 
the Nation’s debt. 

How did we do it? We have tried to 
fight two wars with four tax cuts; and 
this Congress has served as an ATM to 
the special interests, showering them 
with billions in tax breaks and hand-
outs. The prescription drug bill is a 
classic example where we are now add-
ing close to what the American people 
were once told would be a $400 billion 
prescription drug bill, is now worth 
$800 billion and $139 billion in extra 
profits to the pharmaceutical compa-
nies over 10 years. 

Yet, all of the sudden when it comes 
to rebuilding the lives of our fellow 
citizens in New Orleans and on the 
coast, we are talking about cutting 
education, health care, areas of envi-
ronment and energy for the rest of 
America, $50 billion; and all the while 
we are trying to do that this Congress 
under a Republican majority wants to 
shower the wealthiest 1 percent, those 
who earn over $200,000, with more tax 
cuts and more debt. Yet, what are we 
saying to the rest of America? You are 
going to get cuts in education, health 
care, environment, energy, national se-
curity areas, homeland in the area of 
police. 

Yet the interesting thing, while all of 
this is happening here in the United 
States we are trying to turn ourselves 
into a pretzel, trying to cut $50 billion 
from our education and health care. 
What are we doing in Iraq at this time? 
What are we doing in Iraq? 

We are actually renovating and 
building 110 primary health care cen-
ters, vaccinating 3.2 million Iraqi chil-
dren, rehabilitating 2,700 schools, 
training 36,000 secondary school teach-
ers in Iraq. We fund 3,120 community 
development projects in Iraq, and we 
have provided housing for tens of thou-
sands of Iraqis. And what do we tell the 
American people in the same area, 
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health care and education? We are 
going to cut in America. 

This is the only time in American 
history. When you look back to it, 
Abraham Lincoln thought of the land 
grant colleges and the transcontinental 
railroad system. Eisenhower at the end 
of the Korean War thought of the inter-
state highway system. President Ken-
nedy at the ending days of Vietnam 
was thinking of putting a man on the 
moon. 

At this time when we are thinking 
about, as we have always thought to-
wards the end of the war, every Presi-
dent—Roosevelt had the G.I. bill— 
every President said, how do we bring 
this peace home to America and how do 
we make sure we invest in America so 
we reap the benefits as a country? Only 
this President at this time in this war 
is thinking about rebuilding another 
country while cutting back in the 
United States. 

President Lincoln thought of the 
land grant colleges. We are going to 
cut Pell grants. President Eisenhower 
thought of the interstate highway sys-
tem. President Kennedy thought of 
putting a man on the moon. What are 
we going to do? We are going to cut 
Amtrak in this country. 

This is not the way to invest in 
America. You want to make the 21st 
century the American century like the 
20th century? You have to invest in 
America. What have you done? You 
have turned the budget into a pretzel 
all to protect tax cuts for the wealthi-
est of Americans. 

They are patriots too. When it comes 
to America’s future, every American 
must have skin in the game. When it 
comes to rebuilding the coast, that is 
the families and the communities of 
New Orleans, Mississippi and Alabama. 
The choice should not be cutting Pell 
grants and college loans, cutting stu-
dent nutrition programs, cutting 
health care for our elderly and most 
vulnerable as a way to pay for that. 

Yet at the same time this Congress 
has allocated $445 billion to Iraq and it 
is going to go north to $600 billion un-
accounted for, unpaid for, all debt the 
American taxpayer has to pay for. And 
what are the Americans going to get 
for it? Cuts in education, cuts in the 
students loan programs, cuts in health 
care clinics. Our senior citizens are 
going to get cuts in health care. 

That is the budget you have pre-
sented to the American people. The 
American people deserve better. We 
can build a stronger America. We do 
not and America does not deserve gas 
prices at $3 a gallon. Energy prices this 
winter are going up by 50 percent. In-
flation is increasing at its fastest rate, 
15 percent. 

What are you providing Americans? 
You are providing them protection for 
those who earn $200,000 or more and the 
rest of America gets cuts in its invest-
ment for its future. Yet you have told 
the Iraqis. Why do we not give Iraq 
some cuts in their investments and 
provide America the schools we are 
talking about in Iraq? 

I have no problem investing in Iraq’s 
future. What I have a problem with is 
the cuts in America’s future that you 
want to make here. We can do better 
for America. We can definitely do bet-
ter. A stronger America around the 
world begins at home. 

You are making the wrong choices 
for America’s future. I hope as we deal 
with this budget and the time coming 
up for this budget that we understand 
that writing $445 billion of hot checks 
for Iraq’s future and cutting education 
and health care in America is not the 
right choice. 

f 

UNRECOVERED GOLD IN THE GULF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, down in the 
depths of the warm waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico lies some old Spanish galleon 
with unrecovered gold, but there is an-
other type of gold in the bottom of the 
Gulf of Mexico, black gold. We call it 
crude oil. There is also white gold 
there as well. We call it natural gas. 

These natural gold reserves are en-
ergy for today’s Americans and we 
need to drill for these gold reserves. 
According to the Department of En-
ergy, families across the United States 
will experience winter heating bills 
that will be up to 50 percent higher for 
those who heat with natural gas. This 
alarming data is yet another reason for 
us to open up the Outer Continental 
Shelf and begin drilling for more nat-
ural gas and oil off our own coastlines. 

The so-called global warming will 
not keep Americans warm this winter. 
We have got to become more self-suffi-
cient when it comes to energy, natural 
gas and crude oil. It borders on the ab-
surd to continue to be held hostage by 
foreign countries and foreign oil and 
ignore the billions of barrels that have 
yet to be drilled off the United States 
coastline. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced H.R. 
3811 to help relieve our energy woes 
and help stop U.S. dependence on for-
eign oil. This legislation will allow for 
safe oil and natural gas exploration 
along the Outer Continental Shelf. 
This bill would do away with all the 
moratoriums and executive orders that 
limit leasing activities while maintain-
ing environmental. 

Right now 90 percent of our coastline 
is off limits to drilling because the 
Federal Government prohibits it. In 
this chart, Mr. Speaker, I show the 
three places off the coast of Texas, 
Louisiana and Mississippi where we 
drill. All the red here, these are sacred 
places where we cannot drill for oil. 
Maybe Texas, Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi ought to join OPEC. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, we have 
got to drill off these other areas be-
cause there is oil and there is natural 
gas in these areas off our Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. 

It is a myth, Mr. Speaker, that we 
cannot drill offshore safely. The best 

experts in the world are from the 
United States and they know how to 
drill safely. It is a myth perpetrated on 
the American people by environmental 
extremists. No one wants polluted wa-
ters. I certainly do not, but we can 
have both safe drilling and environ-
mentally correct drilling as well. 

Let us look at some of the facts, Mr. 
Speaker. This chart shows pollution 
from oil, crude oil. Most of the pollu-
tion that is in our oceans comes from 
nature itself, from seepage on the bot-
tom of the ocean. About 63 percent 
comes from nature; 32 percent comes 
from jet skis and oil runoff from Amer-
ican soil; 3 percent comes from those 
tankers that are bringing crude oil in 
from the Middle East; and way down 
here 2 percent of the pollution of crude 
oil comes from offshore drilling. It is a 
myth to think that we cannot drill off-
shore in a correct, an environmentally 
correct way. 

The National Academy For Sciences 
has furnished this information. The 
American public needs to know the 
truth about offshore drilling. If coast-
lines like Florida are worried about the 
environmental threats, maybe they 
should stop people from using jet skis 
and boating because more than a quar-
ter of the spills come from just that. 
But maybe we should do some research. 

According to the Department of Inte-
rior, since 1985 more than 7 billion bar-
rels of oil were produced in Federal off-
shore waters, with less than .001 per-
cent spilled. That is a 99.99 percent 
record for clean operations. My Jeep 
leaks more oil than this. 

Katrina and Rita hit the coastline 
very hard, Mr. Speaker. There were 
high winds, billions of dollars in dam-
ages, refineries were closed, but we did 
not hear anything about oil spills from 
offshore rigs that were damaged. Why? 
Because it cannot occur. Even those 
violent ladies of the gulf could not get 
a good oil spill to happen. 

People in these coastal States want 
cheap gasoline. They want natural gas, 
but they say do not drill off our coast-
lines. Mr. Speaker, this is hypocritical 
and it violates common sense. Plus, 
leasing these reserves will bring money 
to the United States Treasury and to 
State governments. 

If Americans expect to continue driv-
ing and heating their homes at low 
prices, we must begin safe drilling in 
other places besides the gulf. Econo-
mies on the coast rely heavily on tour-
ism and they voice concerns about the 
so-called environmental impact. Mr. 
Speaker, if fuel costs continue to rise, 
the planes and automobiles will be used 
less and these tourists will never show 
up at these coastal places. It seems 
like the consequences of higher gas 
prices could have a worse impact than 
an innocent oil rig that is 100 miles off 
the coast. 

Around the world nearly every other 
major country with oil and gas re-
serves is promoting investment and de-
veloping their offshore capacity. They 
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